TENTNET PARTNERS QUARTERLY MEETING SUMMARY
Sponsored by the Defense Logistics Agency
Hosted by LMI, McLean, VA
11 August 2009
Background
Tent Network for Technology Implementation (TentNet) partners meet quarterly at revolving locations. LMI hosted this 4th quarter FY09 meeting.  Attachments 1 and 2 contain the meeting agenda and list of attendees.  Attachment 3 contains the TentNet contact list; please review and send any updates to cflint@lmi.org. This summary will be posted on the TentNet website - www.tentnet.org.
Introduction

Leo Plonsky, the TentNet Program Manager set the agenda and thanked LMI for hosting the meeting.  Leo queried the group about occurrences of slow payment; members should contact Leo if they are experiencing late payments.  Leo also noted partner agreements will renewed in a few weeks.
The next meeting will be held on 5 November 2009, coinciding with the JOCOTAS meeting (2-4 Nov) in Panama Beach City, FL.
ACTION for STP teams – All STP update presentations should include a milestone/project plan and budget charts.
DOD FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRODUCT INNOVATION
Dan Cundiff, Deputy Director, Comparative Testing Office, OSD, Defense Research & Engineering, discussed funding opportunities for R&D.  Dan introduced the top 10 DDR&E programs aimed at transitioning technology and specifically called out the following programs that may be of most interest to TentNet partners:
· Quick Reaction Fund - Funds high priority, short duration technology efforts that emerge during execution year to address new adversary threats

· Manufacturing Science and Technology Fund - Focus on design for manufacturability early in development to align mfg processes with R&D investments 
· Technology Transition Initiative - Facilitate rapid transition of new technologies from S&T into acquisition and successfully demonstrate new technologies in relevant environments
· Defense Acquisition Challenge - Test & evaluation of mature technologies that ‘challenges’ incumbent technology on existing acquisition programs.  Every December there is a BAA in FedBizOpps.  DO NOT submit until you have talked to the PM in question and have a level of “sponsorship”.
STP UPDATE - EMALL TENTNET SPECIALTY STORE 
Jerry Reeves, AC Industries, and Jim Vitrano, DSCP, presented and update of the EMALL TentNet Specialty Store project. An initial kickoff telecon was held 4 August with DLIS participants, DSCP, and AC Industries, to confirm the scope of the project.  A working session was scheduled for 18 August in Battle Creek.  Leo asked that Jerry and Jim address “access” to EMALL since current password requirements are onerous.  Terri Scheetz stated her requirement that there be a note on the site that states “commercial shelters are transitioning from C&T to C&E; Jim noted that this will be addressed in the COTS folder on the EMALL site.
STP Update - Buffer Stock Model

Dr. Rupy Sawhney, University of Tennessee presented an update to the UT Buffer Stock Decision Tool STP.  Dr. Sawhney discussed allow how users can manipulate the model by varying model input assumptions.  Upon completion of this task, the goal is to work with DLA to run scenarios for this model. 
STP UPDATE - Surge Manufacturing Optimization
Bill Kernodle, Clemson University, presented an update of Surge Manufacturing Optimization project.  Bill reviewed the production module layout and noted he has ordered 2 pieces of long lead-time equipment.  Additionally, Bill reviewed key performance parameters (KPPs) the team developed to measure the success of the project; KPPs are part of the required DLA R&D governance structure.
NEW MANUFACTURING EQUIPMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Frank Henderson, Henderson Sewing Machine Co., presented technology innovations pertaining to the sewn products industry, primarily addressing enhancements to material utilization, labor utilization, and textile machines.  Specifically, Frank identified areas where savings/efficiencies can be realized by: managing waste, “deskilling” jobs, introducing labor saving automation and material handling, and incorporating custom designed, computer-controlled devices.  
USMC SHELTER PROGRAM UPDATE
Hunter Graves, representing Darell Jones presented the USMC shelter program update.   Program initiatives include:

· Combat Tent - reduce weight 

· Arctic Tent - increase capability (occupancy size), reduce weight and cube size, introduce a removable, optional fabric floor, and make compatible with the Space Heater Arctic

· General Purpose - To procure for the Marine Corps a GP Medium Shelter that meets the need for a free standing and rapid under canopy/rapid deploying system.
· Consolidated Storage Program - Plan to consolidate Marine Corps Shelters in 2nd/3rd Quarter  FY 10

· Shelter Study – this study is complete.  Recommended up to 50% reduction of equipment and 25% of equipment was reduced.   Message sent out to the fleet to stop buying tents.
PRODUCTION TECHNOLOGIES

Sherry Webb, BondCote, presented a discussion on products and/or technologies that are available that could add value to the shelter program and reviewed a standard product development process.  Products introduces included: Electroluminescence (EL) Light System, Chemical Biological Resistant Composite Fabric, In-Field Repair Adhesive Fabric, EMI Composite Fabric, Lighter Weight Coated/Laminated Fabrics, and High Adhesion Coated Fabrics. 
C&T SHELTER UPDATE
Terri Scheetz presented an update on C&T contracting actions providing target award dates for the outstanding acquisitions on Temper components, Modular Command Post Tent, Type III Temper Tent, 2-Man Combat Tent and the Tent Frame Expandable, 16X16Y.  Terri also provided information on FY 10 upcoming acquisitions, namely Modular Command Post Table, Temper Tents, Ty IV and VII, Intermediate Tent Sections and Tent, LME.  Due to previously expressed interest from the manufacturing base, Terri reviewed the legal interpretation regarding shelters and the Berry Amendment; Terri reiterated that the interpretation is that the Berry Amendment applies to textiles and textile components, i.e., not the poles.
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Tuesday, 11 August 2009

LMI

2000 Corporate Ridge, McLean, VA 22102

703-917-9800

	Time
	Topic
	Speaker(s)

	0830-0845
	Welcome and Update
	Leo Plonsky, DLA

	0845-0915
	DOD Funding Opportunities for Product Innovation
	Dan Cundiff, OSD-ATL

	0915-0945
	EMall TentNet Specialty Store Update
	Jerry Reeves, AC Industries

Jim Vitrano, DLA

	0945-1015
	Shop Floor Automation Project Update
	Bill Kernodle, Clemson University

	1015-1030
	BREAK
	

	1030-1100
	New Manufacturing Equipment Opportunities
	Frank Henderson, Henderson Sewing Machine Company

	1100-1130
	USMC Shelter Program Update
	Hunter Graves, USMC

	1130-1200
	Buffer Stock Decision Tool Update & Industry Modeling Tools
	Dr. Rupy Sawhney, University of Tennessee

	1200-1300
	LUNCH
	

	1300-1330
	Production Technologies
	Sherry Webb, BondCote

	1330-1400
	C&T Shelter Update
	Terri Scheetz, DLA

	1400-1415
	Final Comments/Meeting adjourned
	Leo Plonsky, DLA
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	List of Attendees

	Name
	Organization

	Cindy Flint
	LMI

	William Gay
	Diamond Brand

	Hunter Graves
	USMC

	David Hammond
	Northrup Grumman

	April Harris
	Camel Manufacturing

	Frank Henderson
	Henderson Sewing Machine Co.

	Bill Kernodle
	Clemson University

	Mark Lester
	Camel Manufacturing

	John Montrastelle
	Anchor Inc.

	Leo Plonsky
	DLA

	Jerry Reeves
	AC Inc.

	Joe Ruffin
	Anchor Inc.

	Rupy Sawhney
	University of Tennessee

	Terri Scheetz
	DSCP

	Jim Vitrano
	DSCP

	Sherry Webb
	BondCote

	Bill Wiley
	University of Tennessee

	Susan Winkle
	DLA contractor support
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Name (Last, First)
	Firm/Org
	Email
	Phone

	Burke, Kevin
	Defense Logistics Agency
	Kevin.Burke@dla.mil
	 

	Colcolough, Thad
	TopTec Tent
	tcolcol@prtcnet.com
	(864)575-9936 ext 230

	Criswell, Andy
	Deloitte Consulting LLP
	acriswell@deloitte.com 
	703-747-4087 

	Dalland, Todd
	FTL Solar
	 FTL Solar
	(212) 951-6360

	Davis, Donna
	Defense Logistics Agency
	donna.davis@dla.mil
	(703) 767-4317

	Delaloye, John
	Diamond Brand
	jdelaloye@diamondbrand.com
	 

	Dittman, Paul
	University of Tennessee
	jdittman@utk.edu
	(865) 974-9413

	Egnew, JC
	Outdoor Venture Corporation
	jcegnew@highland.net
	(606) 376-5021

	Fields, Joe*
	Outdoor Venture Corporation
	jwfields@highland.net
	(606) 376-5021

	Flint, Cindy
	LMI (support to DLA)
	cflint@lmi.org
	(703) 917-7234

	Funk, Stu
	LMI (support to DLA)
	sfunk@lmi.org
	 

	Garcia, Elia
	Non-Med Matl Br, Med Matl & Sys Div, Dir of Cbt & Doc Dev, AMEDDC&S
	elia.garcia@amedd.army.mil
	(210) 221-1693

	Gay, William
	Diamond Brand
	wgay@diamondbrand.com
	(828) 684-9848

	Graham, LouAnne
	Defense Logistics Agency
	louanne.graham@dla.mil
	(215) 737-7948

	Graves, Hunter
	US Marine Corps
	hgraves@mkisystems.com
	(540) 242-7346

	Hall, David
	University of Tennesee
	david.hall@tennessee.edu
	(615) 532-8887

	Hammond, Dave
	Northrop Grumman Corporation
	dave.hammond@ngc.com
	(978) 749-2118

	Harding, Robert
	Defense Logistics Agency
	robert.harding@dla.mil
	(703) 767-3753

	Harris, April
	Camel Manufacturing
	aharris@cameltent.com
	(423) 562-0527

	Jones, Darell*
	USMC (MARCORSYSCOM)
	darell.jones@usmc.mil
	(703) 617-2393

	Kernodle, Bill
	Clemson University
	kernodl@clemson.edu
	(864) 646-8454

	Kosta, Frank
	US Army
	frank.kostka@us.army.mil
	 

	Kovall, Mike
	US Army Aberdeen Test Center
	michael.kovall@us.army.mil
	(410)278-0032

	Lerner, Robert
	FTL Solar
	rlerner@ftlsolar.com
	(212) 951-6371

	Lester, Mark
	Camel Manufacturing
	mlester@cameltent.com
	(423) 562-0527

	Lindquist, Dave
	Air Force
	Dave.Lindquist@HILL.af.mil
	(801) 777-7726

	Marcelino, Mike
	NFELC
	michael.marcelino@navy.mil
	(805) 982-5995

	McClendon, Corlis
	USMC (MARCORSYSCOM)
	corlis.mcclendon@usmc.mil
	(703) 617-2390

	Molter, Chad
	Deloitte & Touche
	chad.molter@bearingpoint.com
	 

	Montrastelle, John
	Anchor Inc
	John_Montrastelle@anchorinc.com
	(812) 867-2421

	O'Brien, Don
	Defense Logistics Agency
	Donald.OBrien.ctr@dla.mil
	(703) 362-4185

	Plonsky, Leo
	Defense Logistics Agency
	Leo.Plonsky@dla.mil
	(215) 737-4210

	Reeves, Jerry
	AC Incorporated
	jreeves@acincorp.com
	(251) 246-1709

	Ruffin, Joey
	Anchor Inc
	joey_ruffin@anchorinc.com
	(812) 867-2421

	Ryan, Matt
	Defense Logistics Agency
	matthew.ryan@dla.mil
	(215) 737-2253

	Sawhney, Dr. Rupy
	University of Tennesse
	sawhney@utk.edu
	 

	Scheetz, Terri
	Defense Logistics Agency
	Terri.Scheetz@dla.mil
	(215) 737-3274

	Smith, Newton
	DLA DSCP
	newton.smith@dla.mil

	(215) 737-8494

	Stewardson, Donald
	PMFSS
	Donald.Stewardson@us.army.mil
	(508) 233-5251

	Tharpe, Michael 
	TopTec Tent
	Miket@toptecproducts.com
	(864) 575-9936 ext 224

	Villarreal, Luis
	Defense Logistics Agency
	Luis.Villarreal@dla.mil
	(703) 767-1427

	Vitrano, James
	Defense Logistics Agency
	James.Vitrano@dla.mil
	(215) 737-3046

	Webb, Sherry
	BondCote
	swebb@bondcote.com
	 

	Wiley, Bill
	University of Tennesse
	bill.wiley@tennessee.edu
	(865) 974-8464

	Yowell, Lindsay
	US Army Aberdeen Test Center
	lindsay.yowell1@us.army.mil
	(410) 278-0294
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